New Library is on Schedule

(Cemtirmed fiomn page 2)

pace, putting the project zlightly ahead of zchedule at
the end of Nowember, Fecent accomplizhiments include
completion of all exterior metal stud framing, all exterior
gheathing, and insulation, plywood decking, and mem-
brane roofing for the lower roofe.

In  Beptemnber,
Een  Gihson  was
hired by the City of
Homner to act az the
“Onenetr’s  Fepresgen-
tative™ for the new
library constuction
project.  Baszically,
thiz means keeping a
cloze eye on ewery
agpect of the project -
to ensure that work proceeds az smoothly az pozzible
In effect, Ben has bhecotne the hub of a wheel that in-
cludes other City gtaff, the construction crew and man-
agers, the Library Adwizory Board, and major federal
funders. Anne Marie Holen of the City of Homer inter-
wiewed Ben recently to gain hiz perspective on the pro-
ject

AMH: Other than the money, why did you weent the
Job of Oumer's Representative?

Ed: To ke involved in the creation of the new library,
which iz gornething the comumunity hasg wanted for a
long titme. The zgingular azpect of a public lbrary iz that
the whole cornrnunity has ownership over it

AMH: What is yorer wsse ssmment of the project now?

BG: It'e going along hetter than we could have hoped.
There are always uncertainties going in, but at this
point we're not worried abut swprize budget nuwnbers
of anything like that, which tmeans we can incorporate
gotne of the nicer touches the cornunity haz wanted to
gee.

AMH: What are youe hearing from the members of
the broader communiiy?

BEG: Everyhody’s
really  excited
ahout the

new library 1

took a school

"ﬁ group  through

there a couple of weeksz ago, and the kidz and parents
all thought it wag great. The kids were ezpecially inter-
egted in the bathroomes. Others like the additional offer-
ings that the library will provide with the new facilibies.
Ztill others like it because they can zee it will have =ome
unigue character and touchesg that make it a bit of
Homer, guch az the cedar logz at the entry, the 1% for
Art projects, and the finely crafted woodwork on the
reading bar

AMH: What has been the Mggest challenge?

BG: I'd 2ay the biggest challenge has been balancing all
the widely dizparate wiews that people in thiz cormnu-
fity hawve about the best way to do things Finding a
middle ground can he difficult. I know you can’t pleasze
everyone, but at the zame titne, [ appreciate the input.

AMH: What are youe parti cedarly pleased udth?

Ed: I'm really pleazed to be working with this particular
contractor, Jay-Brant. Their helpfulness in zolvng prob-
letnz and the lewel of care with the job i pretty excep-
tional, and it males it a lot more of a cooperative project
with everyone involwed.

AMH: What kind of
progress 18 antici.
pated over the winter
months?

BG: In Decetnber well
cloge in the huilding,
ingtall temporary win-
dowez, and then turn
ofn the boiler and heat
the building up =lowly.
Then the electrical/mechanical contractor will come in
While that work &2 going on ineide, crews will keep work-
ing outzide on the ziding The diywallffinieher will
probably get started in February or March,

Right now only the ghell of the building i complets
and the comtnunity zupport and exdtement iz palpable
Onece we inetall the actual finishes—the crculation
dezle, the reading bar, the children’s window zeats, the
gtudy roome—one can only imagine the exciternent.

Interview by Anne Marie Holen

For updates on the new ibrary consbracton and more photos,
wizit the FHL wwebaite at wew fnendshomerlibrary org

The Mew Hommer Library capital
catnpaign iz ower and the build-
ing project i@ underway, =0 now
FHL iz turning itz zights to new
and creative ways to ensure that
our corrnunity usges and enjoye
itg new facility to itz utmost po-
tential Tou can help! Of course
there are nwmerous wolunteer
opportunities, hut one wnportant
way of contributing i by malcing
a monetary gift to The Friends of
the Homer Public Library En-
dowment Fund Thiz fund was

BO() Che(}k It Out!

FHL Endowment:
Thinking Ahead

egtablizshed in 2004 to provide
the Friends a pertmanent stream
of incotne in the form of earnings
on the principal of the fund.

The fund’s earnings are
at prezent being rolled back into
the principal becauze the larger
the principal, the larger the
eatrnings awvailable to FHL each
year. Down the road that will
change. FHL i@ corunitted to
growing ite fund to a zize that
will provide finencial zustain-
ability through ite earnings for
the organization, allowing the
Friends to concentrate on pro-
widing wolunteer and financial
gupport for programe that enrich
the libratry experience. Tour tase
deductible gift to the FHL En-
downent fund iz a gift in perpe-

kS, Films and Such

The Great Fire, by Bhirley Hazzard, iz the au-
thor’s firet book in ower 23 years, and one of the
beszt novel I hawe read in along titne. The winner
of the 2003 Mational Book Asward for fiction, it i a
gtory about the exhausted aftermath of World War

I, of mostly-decent people trying to

underztand themselwes and

ahout China.

He mmeet: a pair of remnarkable
young giblings, Helen and Ben, and
their deweloping friendzhip provides

the
world after the inertia of war has
faded. It followsz a Britizh =oldier,
Aldred Leith, as he trawvelz around
the FEazt and researchez a bhook

a mmuch-needed lifeline for each of

thetn, The book’ characters are uncomfortahle
wictors in the land of the defeated--a azzortment of
American, Australian and Britizh cibzenz who
hawve survived the war, but hawve been zignificantly
changed by the experience. For each, the end of

the war i= only the beginning of a long ztraggle to

regain a gense of purpoze and decency in their

lives.

tuity, one that lazte beyond the
lifetitrne of the donor. The fund
will he tmanaged efficiently and
inwegted wizely for the long-term
benefit of the Homer Public Li-
braty by the Hotmer Foundation.
Az a gpecial incentive,
the first 100 contributors of
$1o0 or more to the fund will
hawe the name of their choice
placed on a book zpine on the
bookzhelf guilt made for FHL by
a local guilter. This guilt i cur-
rently on dizplay at the library
It will be permanently houzed in
the Pratt Musgewn’s guilt collec-
tion and dizplayed periodically at
the new lbrary. To contribute
call Claudia Haineg at 235-9042.

Written by Ann Eeffer

FHL’z Annual Memberzhip Drive 12 on ni
t sy friendshomerlibrary.org

iy the Homer Libraty,

At ite heart, the nowel i about resilience, regen-
eration, and swwving inhuwmanity, Thoge who ex-
pect the gtory to dezcribe a epecific fire [az I admit
I did] or other gpecific cataclyem might be dizap-
pointed. The nowel i=n’t about the horror of war

itzelf, hut about what it doez to
the people who zutvive it

The Gregt Fire 12 alzo a romantc
gtory. The growing love between
two of the characters prowvides a
gtrong ribbon of hope that winds
through  pozt-war  destruction
and alienation. The author nar-

ratez swith such restraint, how-

ever, that their relationzhip does-
't feel zaccharine or unrealistic,

The proge iz zpare and elegant, and poetic in a
gtraightforward, accezzible way, Hazzard’® szlillful
writing and sympathetic cormunentary make The
Grecg Fire a book that will stay with you long after
you have put it down,

Eeviewed by Ananda Gibzon



